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“« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 





\oL. I. NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1822. NO. 43. 
a 
BILL OF MORTALITY. 

La, children are the heritage of the Lord.” 
it isnot uncommon for clergymen and laymen afflicted with insanity, are taken into considera- 
1) make calculations of the probable number of tion, we think the calculation comes fully within 
be human race who will be saved ; but it is very | the bounds of moral certainty. 7 
common for them to make their calculations! Setting aside, altogether, the infernal dogmas 
upon any known or received facts ! Of Calvinis- of John Calvin, which, we unhesitatingly declare, 
tic calculations, (we mean the real old blue fire | no humane person in bis senses ever did, or ever 
nd brimstone Calvinism,) there are few, in our) will, believe and advocate, we invite all those 
iay,so void of natural affection, and completely | who have reason, humanity, and common sense, 
sivested of all the virtues of social life,—so im-/|to look at their own premisses, and their unavoid- 
pregnated with hellish cruelty, and worse than; able conclusions, We respectfully and earnestly 
brutal indifference, as boldly to declare their sen-|entreat this class of the community, (which, 
timents in unequivocal language, and consign Heaven be praised, is by far the greatest,) to ex- 
999999 to fire and brimstone for ever, out of every amine carefully, impartially consider, and admit 
nillion of the human race, not even excepting im the truths which we have stated. You will like- 
fants! Of this class of soul-murderers, therefore, | Wise please to remember, that the Jews, until the 
we shall say no more than to observe, that they Christian era, were the only nation who had any 
emselves are ashamed of their sentiments, and, Knowledge of God: that they, with few exeep- 
vidom utter them, except when the owl keeps tions, for a great length of time, were idolaters 
| Since the Christian era, it is computed that not 











|tection necessary to prolong their existence. - 
| When idiots, deaf and dumb persons, and those 


his vigils ! 
Modern Christians, whose religion bas not sour-| more than fire out of (wenty, have heard of God 


edthe milk of human kindness, and extermina- 
ied the feelings of humanity from their breasts, 
admit that all who die under a certain age will be 
saved. Some have supposed (welve years, to be 
he period, at which the human race arrive at suf- 


feient maturity of intellect, to constitute them, | 


what they call, free-agents ; and previous to that 
lime they are not accountable to God, for the 
deeds done in the body, in such a manner as to 
ustify a supposition of their suffering an endless 
hell, for the sins committed when they were iin- 
mature in intellect, and ignorant of their duty. 
According to this nice calculation, a sick child 
would be very fortunate to die one day before it 
completed its twelfth year! and very unfortunate 
il it happened to die on that day, or the day alter ; 
lor, according to this, one short day might make 
an inconceivable difference. 

These remarks were suggested on reading the 


Bill of Mortality for this city, the past year, 1521. | 


Che whole number of deaths were 3542. Of these, 

fleen hundred and seventy-seven were under the 
uge of ten years! and about thirteen hundred un- 
der the age of five years! Consequently, about 
ne half (wanting a few fractions,) of the deaths 
ia this city, are infantis; children, immature ia 
intellect, who hardly knew their right hand from 


their left! It is admitted by those whose profes- | 


sions have led them to the inquiry, that one ha/ 
of the human race die in infancy. The death of 
infants has been greatly facilitated by wars and 
civil commotions, which has prevented the inno- 
cent sufferers from receiving that care and pro- 


and Christ. From which considerations, it is not 
probable that more than one of an hundred of all 
the human race, from the creation to the present 
| day, have ever heard of God and Christ ; and the 
residue lived and died in ignorance and idolatry. 
Reader, these are facis! What will you do with 
them ? They stand firm ; and all the sophistry in 
creation can never fritter them away! Do you 
|believe that repentance and faith inthis mode of 
existence, are indispensably necessary to procure 
happiness in a fufure world? If so, what will you 
do with one half of the buman race, who die in 
}infancy ? Will you burn them for ever, in your 
imaginary hell? What will you do with ninely- 
| nine out of an hundred, of the residue, w ho never 
heard of God and Christ, and, consequently, could 
| nol believe 2 How could they have faith and re- 
| pentance toward God, when they were as igno- 
lrant of God as the brutes that perish? Even Is- 
irael, much as they were enlightened, were more 
| ignorant than the ox and the ass; for, “the ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib, 
hut my people do not know, they do not consider.” 
“] will declare the decree: The Lord hath said 
unto me, Thou, my Son, this day have | begotien 
thee. Ask of me, and I shali give the heathen 
| thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 


| 


earth thy possession.” Psa. ii. Now one thing is 
certain, If the modern doctrine of failh and re- 
pentanee in this life, being indispensable to happi- 
ness in the next, is true, then, the decree of God will 
fail, and the Devil, and not Christ, have the heathen 


‘for an inheritance { Reader, ponder these things 
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HYPOCRISY. 

“ For they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be 
borne, and lay them on men's shoulders ; but they 
themselves will not move them with one of their 
Singers.” Matt. xxiii. 4. 

The “American Missionary Register,” pub- 
lished in this city, (for October 1820,) contains a 
number of letters, which, the Register says, “ are 
inserted with the hope that others may be induced 
to follow so worthy an example.” Then follows 
one of them.— 

“ Letter to the Treasurer of the United Foreign Mis- 

sionary Society. 
August 2, 1820. 

« Sim,—The enclosed $5 note was forwarded to 
me by the Rev. Absalom Peters, of Bennington, 
(Vermont,) with the request that [I should hand it 
to the Treasurer of the United Foreign Missionary 
Society. The note was put into the hand of Mr. 
Peters by a labouring man in an adjoining town, 
with the request that he would transmit it, and 
conceal his name. The money was enclosed in 
the following note :— 

«“ This small sum was saved by a poor man, in 
the following manner, during the year past, viz. 

«“ By working on the 4th of July, $0 75 


«“ By not wearing a handkerchief on the 


neck, ‘ 1 Ow 

« By denying himself and family the use 
of distilled spirits, 

«“ By having his fulled cloth only colour- 
ed, not dressed, 1 25 

“ By wearing, himself and family, thick 
shoes, 

* Given to the Education Society, 

« The remaining Five Doliars to be given 
to the United Foreign Missionary Society. 
“Tam, very respectfully, 

“ Your obedient servant, 
“J. D. BLISS. 

«*W. WILSON, Esq. Treasurer.” 

Reader, suppose our Reverend Doctors should 
follow this “ worthy example ;” what enormous 
sums would be saved, which are now squandered 
in useless and extravagant expenses ? Reader, our 
Doctors say, that souls are perishing for want of 
money to save them! Supposing the reverend gen- 
tlemen should follow the regimen they prescribe 
for others ;—For instance, Doctor Spring should 
relinquish $3000 of his $3500,—wear “ undressed, 
clothes,”—* work on the Fourth of July,”—not 
wear a “handkerchief on his neck,”—* deny 
himezelf and family the use of distilled spi- 
rits,"—" himself and family wear thick shoes,’ 
(cowhide ') and give the money thus saved, one 
moiety to the “ Education Society, and the re- 
mainder to the United Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ty!!!” If Dr. S. would do this, we think some 
of his brother parsons might be induced to follow 
the “worthy example !” 

We respectfully request the Reverend Doctors 


1 00 


4 00 
3 00 


in this eity, and all others to whom these presents’ 
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shall come, to take the above into serious toe 
sideration. For, if, as they pretend, money wa 
save the heathen from an endless hell, and , 
think the example above stated to be so very 
worthy of imitation, we think the least they can 
do, is, to recommend it by adopting it THEM. 
SELVES!!! Surely, gentlemen, you can hays 
no objection to this, unless you are like those al 
luded to in our motto, who “bind heavy by;. 
dens, and grievous to be borne, and lay them op 
men’s shoulders ; but they themselves will noi am 
them with one of their fingers!” 

Note. —It is hoped the reverend gentlemen wi); 
not be offended at our freedom, for we assur. 
them, we mean nothing more nor less than wh» 
we say. 


hey 


a 

THE ART OF BOASTING, 
Exemplified in a Farewell Sermon, by Jous M.\,. 
son, D. D. Ex-Pastor of the Munray-Stagey 

Cuvurcnu, New- York. 

The very singuiar production which we now 
offer to the consideration of our readers, is in the 
shape of ae Sermon, and was delivered Dec. 2, 
1821, &c. on oceasion of Dr. M. resigning the 
charge of his congregation. The text is from Acts 
xx. 17 to 27, inclusive ; containing an account of 
Paul's farewell address to his brethren, preparato- 
ry to his leaving them, &c. 

Dr. M., after appealing to his congregation {or 
the truth of the declaration, (page 4.) that the 
preaching of Paul, &c. had always been with hin 
a favourite theme, &c. &c. &c. &c. endeavoured, 
by the help of a slight of hand, very common ir 
our day, to shift the crown he had placed upon 
Paul's head, on his own,—the Doctor's liberal 
praises and eulogiums, thus marshalled, were given 
to Paul in trust, and when thus concentrated, the 
Doctor admirably assisted the imagination of bis 
hearers in laying them all at his own feet, and bind- 
ing, with much meekness, the laurel upon his own 
brow. Under such circumstances, the apostle 
Paul was most assuredly a very great, wise, hun- 
ble, exalted, and good man!!! 

The reader by this time, we think, has entered 
fully into the Doctor's plan, aad we trust, will pe- 
tiently examine the Doctor's merits, which he 
wisely estimated by the striking similarity which 
existed between his own, and the character of the 
apostle. Paul was all and every thing that was 
great, and good, and wise. Paul’s humility was 
the only true kind. In fine, to be like Paul, was 
to be all that is truly good and amiable. The read- 
er will perceive, that Dr. M. chose a proper crite- 
rion ; and that the only difficulty in the case, must 
arise from the dissimilarity which exists in the 
character and pretensions of the parties. Of Pauls 
humility, the Doctor says— 

“ He served the Lord with all humility of mind 
The apostles, unlike many of their pretended suc- 
cessors, aimed at no worldly honours, distinctions, 
nor titles. ‘Rabbi,’ is not to be met with in their 
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ole yocabulery. The name of Lord's bishops | lation of inhabitants, and their very dispersed re- 
pat utterly unknown to them, nor would they! sidences, if we were to visit as much, or any thing 
pave thought it a meet appellation for the follow- like it, as our people are good enough to wish, 
ers of a crucified Master, &c. Let little men sigh and unreasonable enough to expect, we should not 
seir rattles; it suits their capacities, it is fit} have an hour left for our proper busigess ; we 


th 
|could make no progress in the knowledge of the 


after oe ° 
for their ambition ; but neither an apostle, nor an 
stolic man, wishes forany more dignified style, | Scriptures ; and not one would be able to preach 
- holy occupation, than to be known in the/a sermon worthy of a sensible mag’s hearing. 


| The conclusion is almost self-evident, if congre- 


burch as ‘ serving the Lord.” 
Now, reader, the merits of the parties are seen | gations will stint themselves in workmen, they 
| , 3 ! , | i i “se - 
advantage. Who shall we admire most ? Which | must have their work spoiled; and if the work be 


aracter is best entitled to our admiration, for | done at all, they must kill the mind or body of 
hunility? The Reverend Doctor Mason's? orthe|the workman; and sometimes both. Let them 
Reverend Doctor Paul's? Dr. M. despised the| not deceive themselves. If they impuse hardships 
rattles,” which “ liltle men sigh after,” and only which God never commanded, they must expect 


rccepted the greatest RATTLE which is bestowed | to go without his blessing.” 


» his country—like Paul, he is known by the 
plain appellation of “ The Reverend Doctor ~ 


Dr. M., it seems, is caught, for once, and owning 
the great dissimilarity which exists between him- 
self and Doctor Paul, would persuade his hearers 


son!!! We find the Reverend Doctor Mason, | 


and the Reverend Doctor Paul, alike humble! 
despising “ rattles,” as unworthy “the followers|our day, would conduct, for all the world, just 
ofa crucified Master.” A very striking similarity, | like Doctor Mason! Again, Doctor M. will have 
If the Doctor ean make good his other | it, that the churches in Doctor Paul’s day, “ en- 
Doctor Paul could 


|that Doctor Paul, had he lived in New-York, in 


indeed 
pretensions, with like evidence, who will presume |joyed abundance of help!” 
to question his humility ? or deprive him of his only | afford to preach much cheaper than Doctor Ma 
title, a successor to the Reverend Doctor Paul ? | son. Here, reader, Doctor Paul goes down! and 

Again, there is another trait in the character of | Doctor Mason goes up! Tell about Ductor Paul ; 
Paul, which ought not to be forgotten. The Rev- why, he had little else to do but to labour all the 
erend Doctor Paul, had a large salary, and the} weck! In his day, preachers were plenty! There 
Reverend Doctor Mason, if may be presumed, i ere nearly twenty at that time, who had nowhere 
from no other motive but to imitate Dr. Paul, re-|to preach, except in a itl tract of country called 
dived a large salary likewise!!! It appears, how- | Asia ! A little city, called Jerusalem; which did 
ever, that Dr. M. was aware that some little differ- not contain more then fico millionsof inhabitants ' 
ence existed in this particular, for (page 11.) be| And a little city, called Rome, not much larger 
says lthan the little city of Jerusalem! Besides these 
“Tp the first place, they bad inspired teachers ;} places, there might be some few dozens of little 
who could, therefore, spend the whole week in|towns and villages; such as Ephesus, &c. which 
exhorting, confirming, consoling, their converts, | did not contain more than half a million of inhab 


without infringing on their preparations for the | 
Lord's day. Our situation is quite different : close | 
and habitual study are necessary for us. And if! 
ve cannot get time to attend to it, our ministra- | 
tions grow uninteresting, and our congregations 
lean. As for those men who boast of working at | 
he loom all the week, and then acquitting them- 
selves well on the Lord’s day, I shall say nothing | 
but that their performances are such as might be | 
expected from the loom ; but as far as can well 
be conceived from the labeurs of a “ workman | 
who rightly divides the word of truth.” 
“In the next place, the primitive churches never 
permitted themselves to suffer for want of labour- 
ers. Their spiritual advancement was, in theis 
tyes, infinitely more valuable than all the pelf 
which the maintenance of their ministers required. 
Look over the Acts of the Apostles, and be aston- 
ished at the abundance of belp which the church- 
esthen enjoyed. Our economical plan isto make 
one pastor do the work which was anciently done 
by three or four, and the very natural consequence 
follows, the work is badly done, or the workman 
sacrificed. In our own city, from the accumu: | 





itants. But, wonderful to relate, we, Doctor Ma 
son, must preach in a city containing one hundred 
and twenty thousand inhabitants, and there are 
only about sixty of us!!! !!! 

Dr. M. says, “ Our economical plan is to make 
one pastor do the work which was anciently done 
by three or four,”* &c. Reader, what opinion had 
Dr. M. of the Aeads of his audience, when he made 
the abore declaration ? Is there a word of truth in 
his assertion? Read this. ((> “ In stripes, in im- 
prisonments, iu tumults, in labours, in watchings, 
in fustings; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness.”" We mean no dis- 
respect to Dr. M., but we tell him plainly, that he 
has been in far greater danger from surfetts, than 
from fastings and hunger! This is plain dealing, 
we acknowledge, but the occasion demands it, 
and the Doctor must bear it. One thing is certain, 





* It appears this sentence smote the consciences 
of his hearers. The reflection that Dr. M had 
done so much, and received so /itile, and Dr. Paul 
done so liltle, and received so much, induced them 
to present bim $2000 on his leaving them: 
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Paul, the plain Paul, despised the honours and 
this world, and devoted himself, 
and all he bad, to the cause of his Master. He did 


not keep all he had, and get all he could! He 


distinctions of 


never lived in pampered lurury! No title of Rev- 
erend Doctor was ever admitted or acknowledged 
by him. Instead of being settled with a salary of 
$3000 a year, he received nothing, save the hospi- 
table meal. Instead of residing in a building which 
would vie with the palaces of princes, the prison, 
the open field, the precarious lodging of uncertain 
hospitality, generally afforded him the only place 


to lay his head! Instead of costly apparel—na- 


nl 


kedness!!! Instead of the table, groaning beneath 
the luxuries of epicurean selection, and the spark- 
ling glass, Paul endured hunger and thirst! In fine, 
we venture the assertion, and challenge contra- 
diction, that more money has been expended by 
the dignified clergymen of New-York, for the sin- 
gle article, wine, than all the apostles and disciples 
of the Lord Jesus Christ ever received for ail 
their preaching, for the whole generation that Paul 
lived !'!' 
longer water, but use a /i/tle wine, for thy sto- 
mach’s sake, and thine often infirmilies,” cannot 


Paul's advice to Timothy, “ Drink no 


be adduced in palliatiou for luxury and extrava- 
gance. Now let Dr. M. talk about “ imposing 
hardships which God never commanded !” 

There are some remarks in Dr. M.'s Sermon, 
which are a terrible satire upon Calvinism. Page 
7. “ There is nothing more unbecoming, more de- 
solating to the holy character—more indicative of 
communion with the Devil, than clerical supercil- 


tousmess Page 9. speaking of the sufferings of 


Christ's disciples, he says, “ If their condition is | 


better now, it is because the Gospel bas triumph- 
ed over human madness, and hath put the Devil to 
shame 
nor to the thing, cautly styled rational Christiani- 
ty, of which the abettors have, even now, just as 


No thanks to the progress of philosophy, 


much, and a little more, of the persecuting Devil, 
Reader, the 
above is from the pen of a disciple of John Calvin, 
who caused Michael Servetus to be burned at the 


than it is for their interest to avow.” 


«take, at a slow fire made of moist green wood!!! 

Read the following :— 

Extract from a letter, written by Joun Carvin, in 
1561, fo the Marquis Past, high chamberlain 
to the Kine of Navarre 
“ Honour, glory, and riches, shall be ihe rewerd 


of your pains; but, above all, do not fail to rid 


the country of those scoundrels who stir up the 
people to revolt against us. Such monsters should 
be exterminated, as I hare exterminated Michael 
Servetus Who put this “ devil to shame ?” 

Reader, take the following as a sample of Dr. 
M.'s humility. It is found im his 22d page. 

“ Above all things, it is devoutly to be hoped, 
that you will never invite to the ‘care of your 
souls,’ a man who cares nothing about them. | 
mean, more particularly, for | would not be mis- 
understood, a man who belongs to that rank of 
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|traitors who miscal themselves 


| tians , 
you, as the enemies of our Lord Jesus Chri« 


| . " . a 
jall that is valuable in his religion, and pec 


*Fational Ch) 
Against these men I have ever Warr 


ay 


lin his salvation. I know well that this cone», 
| gation is considered by them as the very foc ; 
\" hat they term bigotry ; and I do rejoice , 
jthus far I and you have been counted wor 
suffer shame for his name. Long may it eo, 
|so! Long may it be thought a hopeless cas, , 
lattempt to bring you over to the fellows 
Devils. Though I would not slander the pp 
he promotes his work, as the destroyer, no; 
tempting men to his belief, but by persyadi 
them to embrace what he does not believe—,; 
is too coarse and abominable for Hell itself: , 
what the philosophical Christians shall find ; 

, when they get to their own place. The pp 
tences of these men to kindness, and cand 
and love, are all hollow. They mean to may 
proselytes of you, and two-fold more the child; 
of hell than themselves. O keep at a dista 
from them! Furthest from them, and their; 
ity, is best. Come not near their ice, never 
be melted but in that fire which 
quenched. This pulpit, this church, wer 
|ned to the glory of the Lord Jesus. Let | 
| never be polluted by a foot, nor profaned 


so 


shall not 


tongue, which are not moved by his honour 
The above philippic, we believe, by comn 
consent, is supposed to have been vented aga 
the Unitarians in this city. We have but on 
mark for this, namely ,—In our opinion, it » 
|redound to Dr. M.’s reputation for common sens 


|and common propriety, if it could be proved the 





he was intoxicated with a different liquor 
| spiritual pride, at the time he uttered it. Of ti 
Unitarians in this city, although we do not agr 
with them in sentiment, and question the propr 
ety of their apparently equivocal profession 
faith, still, we know of no circumstance, of » 
authority, human or divine, which will author 
any man to speak of them in the abominable wm 
ner above-mentioned. God, alone, is their judr 
and can know their merits or demerits. It is: 
disparagement, however, to Dr. Masou, to s 
that the Unitarians, in this city, would not sufe 
by a comparison with him, in any of the viru 
which adorn the Christian character ! 
Conclusion. Dr. M., in his 18th page, s5 
“ God, my friends, knows infinitely better | 
|we, what truths are suited to our circumstance: 
and has revealed them in his Book ; and aecw 
be that prudence which suggests the propriety 
suppressing any of them.” We ask Dr. M.'s hew 
ers, if they ever heard him declare, that “1 
Heaven would receive Jesus, until the times 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoke 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since \ 
world began?” In page 10, speaking of thoe 
who persecuted Paul, Dr. M. says, “ The cowa® 
whe shrunk from his eye, would yet venture " 


, 
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‘ab him from behind.” Who are those cowards| 
who avoid fair discussion with Universalists, and 
» them continually from behind; from their! 


a 
pulpits ? 

" Note—It is hoped the reader will excuse the 
isonical application of terms and phrases in our 


remarks on Dr. M.'s Sermon, when he considers 


‘pat the absurdities which it contains are more 
drikingly exposed, than they could be by any 


ther method. To Doctor Mason we say,—Sir, 
the Universalists’ worst wish toward you, is, 


| 
| 
bealth, happiness, and more modesty 
oe 
THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEFENDED. 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power: For thou hast created all 
and for thy pLeasuRe they are and were 
Rev. iv. 11. 
(Continued from page 333.) 


famgs ; 


crealed 


The fall of man has been a subject of much 
speculation. To examine, in detail, the many ri- 
diculous, absurd, not to say contemptible, opinions 
{ religionists, of that event, would be a waste of 

me, uninteresting to the reader, and altogether 
foreign from our subject. We, therefore, shall 
confine ourselves to the commonly received opin- 
ion, that God cursed man when he sinned, and 

yndemed him to endless misery, which was the 
penalty for violation of the law he had broken, &c. 

Before we proceed in this inquiry, it may be 
proper to inform the reader, that if he is in the 
practice of receiving the dogmatism of clergy- 
men as infallible truths, and preferring human 
tradition to the unequivocal declarations of In- 
spiration itself, we think there are ninety-nine 
hances out of an hundred that he will be out of 
humour before he gets through! On the other 
hand, if he admits the possibility that he may be 
mistaken, and the probability that clergymen do 
not know every thing, he may venture to read on ! 

We are told that God cursed man when he fell. 
That is, clergymen tell us so. Where they ob- 
tained their information we do not know ; for the 
plain reason they never told us; and the reason 
why they never told us, is, we think, because 
they cannot produce any authority except their 
own assertions. The Scriptures, which the reader 
will be so kind as to excuse us for believing, and 
preferring to clergymen’s opinions, declare no 
such thing 

We are told that God made a covenant with 
Adam, that if he obeyed God's law, and rendered 
perfect obedience, etc. he and his posterity should 
be blessed : but, if he sinned, he and his posterity 

should suffer temporal, spiritual,and eternal death ; 
or endless misery. Where they obtained this in- 
formation we do not know! They have never 
condescended to tell us. We presume, however, 
that John Calvin was the principal propagator of 
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ignorant of these things. At all events, if they 
were acquainted with these matters, they never 
told any person one word about them! The read- 
er, by this time, must be satisfied, that the inspired 
writers knew but little, compared to clergymen of 
our day! They appear to be privy to many things, 
of which God's prophets were profoundly igno- 
rant ; and, wonderful to relate, they frequently 
hint, that they are pretty well acquainted with 
some things that none of the human race ever 
heard of, or knew any thing about!!! Namely, 
the secret will of God, which has never been re- 
vealed to any creature whatever!!! 

Reader, it has been said, thet “ A man’s pre- 
tensions are the standard by which the world 
generally judge of his merit.” If this is correct, 
we can be at no loss to account for the merit 
which mankind have so lavishly awarded to cler- 
gymen of modern times. None ever did, nor ever 
can, make greater pretensions. If we can believe 
them, they, to use a vulgar expression, “ Know 
every thing, and more too.” As might naturally 
be expected, these gentlemen are so very proud 
of théir learning, they will not condescend to an- 
swer any interrogatory, unless it is conveyed by 
compliments, and submitted to their better judg- 
ments, whether the inquirer has any right or 
business to question them. And wo to that man, 
who values their favour, or dreads their frowns, 
who should approximate to an insinuation that it 
is possible for them to be mistaken! Many a 
poor man who has been put out of the Synagogue 
for the audacity of daring to think for himself ; 
and numbers,in whose ears the thunders of the 
modern Vatican have reverberated, can testify to 
the truth of the above. The chair of infallibility 
has been claimed by more Popes than those of 
Rome. And when the triple crown has not au- 
thorized the Auto Da Fe, the triple vengeance has 
been hurled, in the shape of temporal, spiritual, 
and eternal (endless) death, and greater numbers 
burned in sermons, than ever suffered at the stake 
of Monkish cruelty, or pined in the seclusion of 
the prisons of the Inquisition : 

Reader, if you are in the practice of accredit 
ing the tradition of men, and receiving confessions 
of faith, creeds, and catechisms, as the fouadation 
of law and gospel, and your rule of faith and 
practice, for once condescend to think your spi- 
ritual directors fallible men ;—admit the Scrip 
tures to be of greater authority, and yourself ca 
pable of discerning the difference between black 
and white ;—compare these boasted confessions 
creeds, &c. with the Scriptures, and expunge ev 
ery syllable which is contrary to, and unsupport- 
ed by the plain and unequivocal declarations ot 
God’s revelation to man; and then, and not till 
then, will you be able to see things as they are, 
and estimate them according to their value. Or, 
supposing you were to erase from your Bible ev- 
ery thing which clashes with your confession of 
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their news. The inspired writers, it appears, were | 


faith, creed, &c. would you wot be just where 
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you are, only more consistent, by doing in form, |to exercise patience, and permit us to exhibit tire 
what you have already done in fact ? evils complained of, in another and more promi 
Reader, tiis is plain language. It was intended | nent point of view. 
to be such. If you are offended, turn back.| Reader, did you ever witness the seeds of dis. 
Again peruse it. You will find, upon mature de- sention sown among brothers, of the same family 
liberation, that you can prefer no charge against | by those whose only motive was the hope of fle, , 
us that will come with one half the weight of the |cing them of their money? That you may the 
charge of giving the preference to the Scriptures, | | better understand, please to consider the folloy 
in the stead of human traditions. We respect | ing simile, its application, and moral. 4 man 
clergymen as men, but do not bow to them as dic- | makes, what is called, his last will and tes ame; 
tators! We are willing they should receive as| by w hich his property is designated, and given ~ 
much credit as they deserve, whether for their|his children. He dies. The will is produced 
knowledge or their virtues. But we are not wil-|Some of the parties, wishing to appropriate tj, 
ling to declare that b/ack is white, nor vice versa, property to themselves, exclusively, pretend that 
to please any man, especially, when we have the | the will is illegal; or, by some of the numerous 
evidence of our own senses, the testimony of God | arts which the intriguing resort to, endeayoyr i 
and all his holy prophets, to the contrary. And | make it appear that only a part are interested t 
so long as clergymen “smite with the fist of | the will. Lawyers are employed to examine an, 
wickedness” and the tongue of slander, those who | expound the will, and prove that the testajo, 
have the hardihood to differ from them in senti-| when he said al/, meant only apart! How ma. 
ment, and the honesty to declare it, so logg shall | ny broils and contentions have risen from thes, 
we be justified in defending ourselves. causes, and children of the same parent, incite, 
This much is certain, that the present order of | by covetousness, cherish hatred, and give vent 
things as established by modern clergymen, rela-|the most diabolical and shameful resentmen: 
tive to religious instruetion, is better calculated to | Reader, the Scriptures are the Will and Testa. 
make hypocrites and enemies of mankind, than to} ment of our Heavenly Father. All mankind an 
make them friends and Christians, And it is nojhis children, and are included as heirs to the gj 
less certain, that the present order of things is the | vine inheritance, sanctioned with the oath of th: 
best calculated to answer the purpose intended ; | Testator,—“ By myself have I sworn, saith the 
namely, to obtain /arge salaries. When the pas-} Lord,” &c. “that in thy seed (Christ,) shali 
sions of men are enlisted, instead of enlightening|the nations of the earth be blessed.” Lawyer 
their understandings, they will sacrifice their) (clergymen) are employed, and feed by a part 
money in religious privateering, which is as much | the heirs, to examine the will, and prove tha 
war, as the political contentions between nations : | their brothers have no part nor lot in the inheriy 
And clergymen and army-contractors are too fre-|ance. Some of them contend, (the Calvinists 
quently the only parties benefitted! If clergymen |that the will declares that ouly a part, a definite 
imitated Christ, or cared for the comfort or wel- | number, or some of all,shall receive the inheritanc: 
fare of their hearers, they would be ashamed to|Others declare, (the Arminians,) that there are 
squander in luxury and extravagance the enor- | conditions in the will,—that ail may receive the 
mous sums they now receive for preaching: and/inheritance, but that only a part, ruemsxxyrs 
if their congregations exercised common sense, or|comply with the conditions, and, consequently 
common humanity, they would make a better use | only themselves will receive the property! One 
of their money in relieving thousands of necessi-|day in each week is appropriated to the lawyers 
tous persons, more deserving than their ministers, | for pleading, and they are paid by their clients 
instead of contributing to their pride and vanity ! | for their services, which ¢orsists in twisting and 
Christ “ made bimself of no reputation, and took | perverting the will, and attempting to prove that 
upon himself the form of a (gentleman! No! rea-| their clients are the only legal heirs ; and that all 
der, of a) servant.” Modern clergymen, too many | others will be disinherited, and doomed by their 
of them, (and Heaven be praised, there are seme} Father to endless misery. It must be confessed 
honourable exceptions,) make themselves (or try | they are ashamed of this barefaced proceeding 
very hard to make themselves,) of prodigious re-|and therefore make great pretensions to concern 
putation! They take the form of any thing you |for those whom they are continually striving tc 
can imagine, but that of a servant. Servant, did| cheat of their property. 
we say? But we forbear. Reader, youmaythink| The Calvinistic lawyers, sensible, we presume 
more of this matter at your leisure ; and make | that they receive a considerable part of their fee: 
your own comments. Pray do not be too severe. | from those whom they are striving to disinberit 
Remember, that their bearers make masters of| and anxious to make them pay, as clien/s, whom 
them, at the beginning; and they kindly take | they are determined to damn as enemies and op- 
the hint, and do the rest of this business them-| ponents, like some other lawyers, keep their cause 
selves ! in court, and delude them with equivocal answers, 
Although the reader may consider many of our /so long as they can amerce them in costs, and 
remarks, thus far, as a digression, we request him make them accountable for expemses of their own 
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onerating. To effect this, they are told of the 
‘weertainty of identifying their claims. That 
were is no knowing at present whether they are 
sect or non-elect! But, true to their own interest, 
soy are never ata loss to know how to identify 
things, and pull every rope in the ship at once, 
«ben their salary comes into port ! 
rhere is a striking similarity in the conduct 
1 moving principles of those concerned in 
«and ecclesiastical (or Sunday) courts. In 
i causes, how many persons had rather suffer, 
: d wilfully deprive themselves of their property, 
not make their opponents suffer? Just so in 


than 


«hat is called religion, Rather than have others 
ved, and fare as well as themselves, men fee 
soir lawyers, and encourage them to ruin their 
veg, rather than not ruin the cause of their neigh- 


U 


there is another thing which ought not to be 
forgotten. These lawyers continually strive to 
impress upon the minds of those they wish to 
osider as clients, that their souls are entrusted 
to their care and keeping. This has the most di- 
rect tendency to elevate themselves, increase 
eit importance and authority, in the opinion of 
eir clients, and strengthen their claims upon 
them for their services. They, if we can believe 
em, are what may emphatically be called soul- 
«pers. The importance of their profession and 
employment, therefore, is, of all reasons that can 
e imagined, the best and most weighty to urge, 
to exact, and enforce, the payment of their fees. 
fhe trouble of having nothing to attend to, but 
aly to receive their thousands, and the time 
vhich must be expended in laying out their mo- 
ney, and purchasing so many rare articles for 
themselves and families—Of visiting their rieh 
and fashionable clients, and pleading their cause 
sgainst their neighbours, one day in every week, 
ye so many considerations which prove their ex- 
treme toil, labour, and unspeakable hardships, that 
their pretensions rise like mountains, and with 
overwhelming influence, extort money and grati- 
tude from their obsequious employers. These are 
thy honours. Not left thee by inheritance ; but 
earned by speeches and professions, and secured 
by enlisting the prejudices, passions, and follies of 
mankind. 
We know of no reason which can be assigned, 
rexcuse which can be conceived, why clergy- 
nen, of all men, should not attend upon the sick, 
and assist them in deed as well as word. Whena 
man is provided for, and his support (generally 
two-fold greater than that of a con majority of 
his hearers,) is certain, independent of the labour 
ishands, what can excuse him from watching 
with his sick parishioners, when his salary will 
flow as eertainly into his pocket if he should re- 
pose on his bed one or two days in the week, as 
if he were up and visiting his fashionable friends 
and acquaintance! It would be a severe satire 
ipon the Sermons of clergymen generally, to sup- 
pose all their time, or any thing like it, was 
employed in their arrangement and composition 
We heartily subscribe to their opinion, relative to 
inspiration; for it is certain that the doctrine 
preached by Calvinists and Arminians, never 
came from Heaven! But, when professional men, 
area f after some little practice, acquire a 
habit of speaking extempore, (and surely, none 
W ould pretend that the lawyers in our civil courts 
are inspired,) why not clergymen ? Many of them 
do so; and others alter, and preach their old ser- 
mons over again. But, it appears, after all, that 
the practice of laying learn tnedees upon other 
inen's shoulders, and not moving them with so 


ed, and so very comfortable and convenient, that 
any person who should propose a different course 
of conduct, would, in all probability, be put out of 
the Synagogue ! 
(To be continued.) 
I 
COMMUNICATED 
Robert Barkley instances a few of the many 
passages and sayings of the first Reformers, upon 
the doctrine of Calvinism and Reprobation. 
Calvin says, in his Institutes, “I say, that by 
the ordination and will of God, Adam fell. God 
would have man to fall. Man is blinded by the 
will and commandment of God. We refer the 
causes of hardening us toGod. The first and re 
mote cause of hardening is the will of God. It 
followeth that the hidden counsel of God is the 
cause of hardening.” The above ere Calvin's 
expressions. 
“ God,” says Beza, “hath predestinated, not 
only unto damnation, but also unto the causes ot 
it, whomsoever he saw meet. The decree of God 
cannot be excluded from the causes of corrup- 
tion.” 
“It is certain,” saith Zanchius, “that God is 
the first cause of obduration. Reprobates are held 
so fast under God's almighty decree, that they 
cannot but sin and perish.” 
“It is the opinion,” saith Paraues, “of our 
Doctors, that God did inevitably decree the 
temptation and fall of man. The creature sin 
neth indeed necessarily, by the most just judg 
ment of God. Our men do most rightly affirm, 
that the fall of man was necessary and inevitable. 
By accident, because of Go's decree.” 
“God,” saith Martyr, “doth incline and force 
the wills of wicked mea into great sins.” 
“ God,” saith Zuinglius, “ moveth the robber to 
kill: he killeth, God forcing him thereuato. But 
thou wilt say, He is forced to sin. 1 permit truly 
that he is forced.” 
“ Reprobate persons,” says Pitcator, are abso- 
lutely ordained to this two-fold end ; to undergo 
everlasting punishment, and necessarily to sin 
and therelats to sin, that they may be justly pun- 
ished.” 

The above is from Robert Barkley’s apology, 
page 113. He further remarks, That if these say- 
ings do not evidently import that God is the auth- 
or of sin, we must not seek these men's opinions 
from their words, but some other way. 

— 


THE MARK OF THE BEAST 


“ Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, 
and we forbade him, because he followeth nol us 
Mark ix. 38. 

Mr. Mitchell, pastor of the Universalist Church 
Duane-Street, preached, by request, a few even- 
ings since, in an Academy, near the Spring-Street 
Hopkinsian Church. A posse of the pious people 
in that vicinity immediately called upon the 
teacher of the Academy, and gave him to under- 
stand, that if he permitted Mr. M. to preach again 
in his building, they would withdraw their sup- 
port, and take their children from under his tui- 
tion, &c. In other words; they would do bim 
all the harm in their power, that they could do, 
and not subject themselves to the penalty of the 
laws of men. (The law of God, it appears, is al 
together out of the question in this case.) 

Now we advise these persecutors to read the 
chapter from which our motto is selected. We 
tell them plainly, that if they do not “ cut off this 
hand, and pluck out this eye,” which causes them 
to offend, they will go to hell with their hand 





much asone of their fingers, is so well establish- 


and eye of persecutiun. If they wish to know 
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what hell-fire is, we tell them it is that disposition | practicable to make any attempt to save ou, ; 
and frame of mind which possessed them, when | ing brother. Brother Wheelock when him x) 
they, in their fury, threatened their neighbour,| was, beyond all doubt, a lover of Jesus, rene 
whom they are bound to “love as themselves,”| man of God; and is he not among the pecan : 
with their vengeance ; if he did not relinquish his|in glory’? Doubtless be is. His sun, it is tryp = 
privilege as a freeman and Christian, and sub-|in a cloud,” &c. Missionary Intelligen:,, 
scribe to their dictation. We mention the above to show the ability of ».. 

James iii. 6, says, “The tongue is a fire, a| religious opponents at accommodation, and ,,.) 
world of iniquity ; so is the tongue among our| ification, to favour themselves. If a preacher of (', 
members, that it defileth the whole body, and | versal Salvation should, in a fit of insanity, ,.,,. 
setteth on fire the course ef nature ; and if is set | himself, we think it would, in their opinion, j, 
on fire of hell.” Hatred is hell-fire! and Love is| “ Doubtless he is!" &c. but where—the reader -», 
the fire of Heaven! We leave it for these Hop-| guess! It was, indeed, an afflicting dispensatio, 
kinsian Inguisitors to tell, where the fire came | of Providence ;—the relatives and friends of , 
from that burned their tongues, when they db/essed | deceased, are entitled to the sympathy of ey, 
their Schoolmaster ! feeling and benevolent mind. F 

I oe 
GLORIOUS IRREGULARITY. A Hint to Calvinistic Missionaries 

A Methodist publication in this city, (by J.} You say, thet the Heathen will go to Hell, »4 
Soule and T. Mason,) contains a letter giving an|suffer endlessly, for want of preaching. You «4, 
account of wonderful conversions, meetings, &c.| clare that all the elect will be saved. That Chrix 
The writer remarks, “‘ Our congregations are very did not die for the non-elect. Consequently, 1), 
large, in general from one to three hundred ; and | non-elect cannot be saved. If all the elect wii 
I may say, we are gloriously irregular!” Again, | saved, and the non-elect cannot be saved, ist yoy 
* Some of them stand up and say, ‘ Glory to God ; rank hypocrisy and imposition, to obtain inoney 
it is just seven months since God pardoned my | on pretence of saving those whom you declare cq, 
sins.’ Others five, and others one.”” This may, | of be saved ? and to secure the salvation of thow 
for aught we know, appear “ dreadful pretty” to | whom you declare cannot be damned? Would yoy 
our Methodist friends ; but we are of opinion, that| not condemn that man to a pillory, who should 
glorious order and regularity would answer quite | deceive you, and obtain (for secular purposes) you, 


set 





as well. 
ooo 


SPECIMEN OF SERMONIZING. 


money on such pretences ? 
EE 
Jewish reading of Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7, &c 


A distinguished Calvinistic Baptist preacher in| _“ And the Lorp passed by before him, and pn 
this city, (not in Broome-Street,) recently dis-| claimed, The Lorp, the Lorp Gop, merciful ay) 
coursed from the following text. Prov. ix 10,| gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in benej 
“ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- cence and truth; keeping mercy unto thousands 
dom ; and the knowledge of the Holy is endab peng satan Cenapeneenes sin, and clean 
standing.” By the fear of the Lord, he gave his| sing.” (N. B. Their definition of the word clem. 
hearers to understand, was meant the fear of| sing, is acquitting.) Our translators have rendered 
hell! Thereby making the words Lord and Hell, | this passage thus—“ Keeping mercy for thousands, 
convertible terms. After speaking much about | forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and 
the terrors of Heaven, he wound up; leaving his| that will by no means clear the guilty.” The words 
hearers the impression, that Hell and Heaven | in italics in our traslation are supplied by the trans. 


were both to be fuared ! 
I 
INDEFATIGABLE LABOURERS. 

We recently looked over a number of Mission- 
ary Magazines, and read the letters of the Ragoon 
missionaries, which teem with expressions of their 
incessant and Aard labours, &c. There is some- 
thing very mysterious and unaccountable in all 
this. In the first place, it is confessed that the gov-| 
ernment is opposed to the undertaking. Secondly, 
that they have done little or nothing. Thirdly, 
that they did not expect to do much, if any thing. 
And, Fourthly, a letter from a wife of a mission- 
ary, states, in particular, that they had something 
like half a dozen of the natives in their school :— 
rather more than one scholar to a teacher! And to 
cap the climax of human achievement and exer- 
tion, Mr. Judson sat all day, in one apartment of 
the school, (which was open ta the street,) and 
when any of the natives passed, cried out, “ Ho! 
every one that thirsteth,” &c. Great doings, these! 

———— 
Afflicting Death of a Missionary. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheelock, a missionary at Ran- 
goon, India, left Rangoon for Calcutta, when la- 
bouring unde: a consumption, for the benefit ofa 
change of air, &c. and on his » “one day 
while under the influence of delirium, be, it is sup- 


lators. There is a material difference in thes 
readings. Cleansing the guilty, and not clearing 
the guilty, (but making them miserable) is quite 
another thing. 

The Jews render Isa. xliv. 22, “ I have blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, asa 
cloud, thy sins ; return unto me for I have redeem 
ed thee :” thus—“ 1 have made thy transgressions 
vanish away like a cloud; and thy sins like a va- 
pour: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee 

— 
MY LORDS!!! 


Mr. Judson, in a letter, giving an account of the 
only conversion they had effected, a native, ue- 
med Moung Nau, enelose a letter they received 
from their convert, about the time they baptized 
him. It commences thus—“1, Moung Nan, the 
constant recipient of your excellent favour, a 
proach your feet! Whereas my Lords three (the 
number of the missionaries,) have come to the 
country of Burmah,” &c. &c. 

Quere. How did “My Lords” conduct, to ob- 
tain this flattering title, and receive their convert 
at their feet? “Straws show how the wind blows 
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posed, plunged into the sea, while the vessel was 


ing with such velocity as to render it im- 
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